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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

National American Legion Auxiliary

Sons of the American Legion Department of New York

National American Legion
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Department Scholarship
Department District Scholarships
Helen Klimek Student Scholarship
Maryann K Murtha Memorial Scholarship
Raymond T Wellington Jr Memorial 
Past President Parley Scholarship in the Medical Field
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York
One Application per unit per scholarship may be submitted.

March 1st submitted to Unit, March 5th submitted to County, 
March 15th submitted to Department Chairman 

Copies may be downloaded off department website 
www.deptny.org under programs/Education and available in 
Plan of Action
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Department Scholarship, Helen Klimek Student Scholarship, Maryann K Murtha 
Memorial Scholarship, Raymond T Wellington Jr Memorial 

1 Awarded annually

A scholarship of $1,000 shall be awarded to an eligible candidate planning to further his/her higher 
education. 

Candidates for this award shall be daughters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters, sons, 
grandsons, or great-grandsons of veterans who served in the Armed Forces during WWI, WWII, 
the Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama, the Persian Gulf and War on 
Terrorism. Applicant must be United States citizen and a resident of New York State. Applicant 
must be a senior or a graduate of an accredited high school.
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Department District Scholarship

10 Awarded annually (1 within each district)

A scholarship of $1,000 shall be awarded to an eligible candidate planning to further his/her higher 
education. 

Candidates for this award shall be daughters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters, sons, 
grandsons, or great-grandsons of veterans who served in the Armed Forces during WWI, WWII, 
the Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama, the Persian Gulf and War on 
Terrorism. Applicant must be United States citizen and a resident of New York State. Applicant 
must be a senior or a graduate of an accredited high school.
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Past President Parley Scholarship in the Medical Field

1 Awarded annually

$1000 awarded to an eligible candidate planning to further his/her higher education in the Medical 
Field. When awarded, the scholarships will be paid directly to the school in two installments in 
accordance with payment of first semester and second semester tuition and other costs.

Candidates for this award shall be daughters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters, sons, 
grandsons, or great-grandsons of veterans who served in the Armed Forces during WWI, WWII, 
the Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama, the Persian Gulf and War on 
Terrorism. Applicant must be United States citizen and a resident of New York State. Applicant 
must be a senior or a graduate of an accredited high school.
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary Department Scholarship

Children of Warriors National President’s Scholarship
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship
Junior Member Loyalty Scholarship
Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Children of Warriors National President’s Scholarship

Applications must be completed online only by March 1st 
https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Children-of-Warriors

Three $5,000 scholarships are awarded annually per division

Candidates for this award shall be direct descendants of veterans who served in the United States 
Armed Forces during eligibility dates for membership in The American Legion: April 6, 1917, to 
November 11, 1918; and any time after December 7, 1941.  Applicants must be in their senior year 
of high school. This is a scholarship to attend an accredited institution of higher education.

https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Children-of-Warriors
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship

Applications must be completed online only by March 1st 
https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Non-Traditional-Student

One $2,000 scholarship is awarded annually per Auxiliary division.

Applicants must be: A current member in good standing of The American Legion, American Legion 
Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion, must have held membership for the two preceding years (2022 
and 2023), and be a paid member for the current (2024) membership year, OR A veteran who served in the 
United States Armed Forces and was honorably discharged, OR The spouse of an active duty servicemember 
or a veteran who was honorably discharged. As well as a non-traditional student returning to the classroom 
after some period in which their formal education was interrupted, OR a non-traditional student beginning 
their education at a later point in life.

https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Non-Traditional-Student
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members

Applications must be completed online only by March 1st 
https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Spirit-of-Youth

National Headquarters will award each state/department winner a $1,000 scholarship (47 
scholarships total). From the state/department scholarship winners, the national Education 
Committee will select 5 winners (1 per division) for a $5,000 scholarship.

Candidates for this award shall be/shall have been Junior members of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, have held membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three consecutive 
years, and must be a paid member for the current membership year. Applicant must continue their 
membership in the American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship period.
Applicants must be in their senior year of high school.
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Junior Member Loyalty Scholarship

One Application per unit may be submitted. Application may be submitted online or downloaded 
and submitted March 1st to Unit, March 5th to County, March 15th to Department Chairman 

Two $2500 scholarships will be awarded in each division. 

Candidates for this award shall have been Junior members of the American Legion Auxiliary, held 
membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three consecutive years and be a paid 
member for the current membership year. Applicant must continue their membership in the 
American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship period. This scholarship is intended for the 
traditional college student with no interruption in education, who is at least in the first semester of 
college or technical school but not yet attained a bachelor’s degree. 
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Scholarships

Sons of the American Legion Department of New York

THE CERULLO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Up to four (4) Scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each will be awarded annually. One (1) new 
and up to three (3) renewable scholarships to previous winners

There is no limit to the number of applications that any one Squadron, Post or Auxiliary Unit may 
wish to submit. Applications are mailed to all registered Squadrons; additional applications may be 
photocopied. Completed applications must be returned to Detachment Headquarters, ATTN: 
SONS Coordinator, by April 30th.

Candidates for this award must be MEMBERS in good standing in The American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion in New York State and are in their 
senior year or are graduates of an accredited High School.
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Scholarships

National American Legion

Legacy Scholarship
Samsung Scholarship
Baseball Scholarship
Oratorical Scholarship
Eagle Scout of the Year
Shooting Sports Scholarship
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Education Committee

Purpose: The purpose of the Education Committee is to promote quality education for 
children—especially for military children—and adults. Standing Rule #6, Mission 
Outreach Programs.

Key Program Statements

To promote quality education for children, especially for military children, and adults 
To encourage schools to invite veterans to speak in their classrooms
To provide scholarships for students who desire a college education
To Support legislation that establishes new scholarship opportunities
To support the Education program and scholarship opportunities of The American 
Legion
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Participate in ALA’s Give 10 to Education and present a Give 10 to Education certificate 
to members who donate at least 10 items to schools. Certificates can be located on the 
National Website under the Education Committee

Participate in Teachers Appreciation Week May 6 – 10, 2024. Show your appreciation to 
teachers by designing and presenting certificates of
appreciation. Provide Teacher Survival Kits with fun and helpful items such as candy and 
snacks, tea bags or coffee, restaurant gift cards, or items for the classroom.

Participate in American Education Week, held every November.

Recognize school administrators and staff with special treats.

Committee Ideas
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Encourage schools to participate in Month of the Military Child and Purple Up! Day in
April to honor their students who are military children and sponsor a Purple Up! Day on 
April 15 in your school by providing purple items for students to wear.

Present the Military Child Table at your school, unit meeting, or at your post.

Sponsor a party for the military children in your school.

Work with your American Legion post to participate in Veterans in Community Schools.
Ask the teachers to have their students make cards for the veteran.
Work with the teachers to prepare students to ask questions of the veteran. 

Committee Ideas
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Department Awards

Entries must be received by the Department Chairman no later than MAY 1st. 

Department of New York Education Unit Award: A certificate will be presented to a 
unit Education Chairman reporting the most outstanding overall Education program. 
10-75 members, 76-150 members, 151 + members. 

Mary Williams County Award: A certificate will be presented to a County Education 
Chairman reporting the most outstanding year-round Education program. 
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National Awards

Entries must be received by the Department Chairman no later than MAY 1st. 

Unit Award: Most Outstanding Unit Education Program (per division) 
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Education Committee

Looking for ideas for more ideas?

ALA Committee Facebook Groups are spaces on the social media network for ALA 
members to discuss or share about broad or narrow topics related to each committee. 
Groups provide an arena for organic discussion about your local programs or 
services and present the opportunity to cultivate brand awareness.

This is a place to share service activities and events, ask questions, obtain 
information, and network for those interested in the American Legion Auxiliary 
Education program

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALAEducation
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Education Committee

Questions?

Comments?

Anything else you would like to share?
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A Community of Volunteers Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families

ALA EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Presented By
Lucille Mozzillo
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

National American Legion Auxiliary

Sons of the American Legion Department of New York

National American Legion
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Department Scholarship
Department District Scholarships
Helen Klimek Student Scholarship
Maryann K Murtha Memorial Scholarship
Raymond T Wellington Jr Memorial 
Past President Parley Scholarship in the Medical Field
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York
One Application per unit per scholarship may be submitted.

March 1st submitted to Unit, March 5th submitted to County, 
March 15th submitted to Department Chairman 

Copies may be downloaded off department website 
www.deptny.org under programs/Education and available in 
Plan of Action
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Department Scholarship, Helen Klimek Student Scholarship, Maryann K Murtha 
Memorial Scholarship, Raymond T Wellington Jr Memorial 

1 Awarded annually

A scholarship of $1,000 shall be awarded to an eligible candidate planning to further his/her higher 
education. 

Candidates for this award shall be daughters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters, sons, 
grandsons, or great-grandsons of veterans who served in the Armed Forces during WWI, WWII, 
the Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama, the Persian Gulf and War on 
Terrorism. Applicant must be United States citizen and a resident of New York State. Applicant 
must be a senior or a graduate of an accredited high school.
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Department District Scholarship

10 Awarded annually (1 within each district)

A scholarship of $1,000 shall be awarded to an eligible candidate planning to further his/her higher 
education. 

Candidates for this award shall be daughters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters, sons, 
grandsons, or great-grandsons of veterans who served in the Armed Forces during WWI, WWII, 
the Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama, the Persian Gulf and War on 
Terrorism. Applicant must be United States citizen and a resident of New York State. Applicant 
must be a senior or a graduate of an accredited high school.
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Scholarships

American Legion Auxiliary Department of New York

Past President Parley Scholarship in the Medical Field

1 Awarded annually

$1000 awarded to an eligible candidate planning to further his/her higher education in the Medical 
Field. When awarded, the scholarships will be paid directly to the school in two installments in 
accordance with payment of first semester and second semester tuition and other costs.

Candidates for this award shall be daughters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters, sons, 
grandsons, or great-grandsons of veterans who served in the Armed Forces during WWI, WWII, 
the Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Grenada/Lebanon, Panama, the Persian Gulf and War on 
Terrorism. Applicant must be United States citizen and a resident of New York State. Applicant 
must be a senior or a graduate of an accredited high school.



30

Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary Department Scholarship

Children of Warriors National President’s Scholarship
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship
Junior Member Loyalty Scholarship
Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Children of Warriors National President’s Scholarship

Applications must be completed online only by March 1st 
https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Children-of-Warriors

Three $5,000 scholarships are awarded annually per division

Candidates for this award shall be direct descendants of veterans who served in the United States 
Armed Forces during eligibility dates for membership in The American Legion: April 6, 1917, to 
November 11, 1918; and any time after December 7, 1941.  Applicants must be in their senior year 
of high school. This is a scholarship to attend an accredited institution of higher education.

https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Children-of-Warriors


32

Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship

Applications must be completed online only by March 1st 
https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Non-Traditional-Student

One $2,000 scholarship is awarded annually per Auxiliary division.

Applicants must be: A current member in good standing of The American Legion, American Legion 
Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion, must have held membership for the two preceding years (2022 
and 2023), and be a paid member for the current (2024) membership year, OR A veteran who served in the 
United States Armed Forces and was honorably discharged, OR The spouse of an active duty servicemember 
or a veteran who was honorably discharged. As well as a non-traditional student returning to the classroom 
after some period in which their formal education was interrupted, OR a non-traditional student beginning 
their education at a later point in life.

https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Non-Traditional-Student
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Spirit of Youth Scholarship for Junior Members

Applications must be completed online only by March 1st 
https://www.legion-aux.org/Scholarships/Spirit-of-Youth

National Headquarters will award each state/department winner a $1,000 scholarship (47 
scholarships total). From the state/department scholarship winners, the national Education 
Committee will select 5 winners (1 per division) for a $5,000 scholarship.

Candidates for this award shall be/shall have been Junior members of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, have held membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three consecutive 
years, and must be a paid member for the current membership year. Applicant must continue their 
membership in the American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship period.
Applicants must be in their senior year of high school.
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Scholarships

National American Legion Auxiliary
Junior Member Loyalty Scholarship

One Application per unit may be submitted. Application may be submitted online or downloaded 
and submitted March 1st to Unit, March 5th to County, March 15th to Department Chairman 

Two $2500 scholarships will be awarded in each division. 

Candidates for this award shall have been Junior members of the American Legion Auxiliary, held 
membership in the American Legion Auxiliary for the past three consecutive years and be a paid 
member for the current membership year. Applicant must continue their membership in the 
American Legion Auxiliary during the scholarship period. This scholarship is intended for the 
traditional college student with no interruption in education, who is at least in the first semester of 
college or technical school but not yet attained a bachelor’s degree. 
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Scholarships

Sons of the American Legion Department of New York

THE CERULLO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Up to four (4) Scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each will be awarded annually. One (1) new 
and up to three (3) renewable scholarships to previous winners

There is no limit to the number of applications that any one Squadron, Post or Auxiliary Unit may 
wish to submit. Applications are mailed to all registered Squadrons; additional applications may be 
photocopied. Completed applications must be returned to Detachment Headquarters, ATTN: 
SONS Coordinator, by April 30th.

Candidates for this award must be MEMBERS in good standing in The American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion in New York State and are in their 
senior year or are graduates of an accredited High School.
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Scholarships

National American Legion

Legacy Scholarship
Samsung Scholarship
Baseball Scholarship
Oratorical Scholarship
Eagle Scout of the Year
Shooting Sports Scholarship
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Education Committee

Purpose: The purpose of the Education Committee is to promote quality education for 
children—especially for military children—and adults. Standing Rule #6, Mission 
Outreach Programs.

Key Program Statements

To promote quality education for children, especially for military children, and adults 
To encourage schools to invite veterans to speak in their classrooms
To provide scholarships for students who desire a college education
To Support legislation that establishes new scholarship opportunities
To support the Education program and scholarship opportunities of The American 
Legion
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Participate in ALA’s Give 10 to Education and present a Give 10 to Education certificate 
to members who donate at least 10 items to schools. Certificates can be located on the 
National Website under the Education Committee

Participate in Teachers Appreciation Week May 6 – 10, 2024. Show your appreciation to 
teachers by designing and presenting certificates of
appreciation. Provide Teacher Survival Kits with fun and helpful items such as candy and 
snacks, tea bags or coffee, restaurant gift cards, or items for the classroom.

Participate in American Education Week, held every November.

Recognize school administrators and staff with special treats.

Committee Ideas
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Encourage schools to participate in Month of the Military Child and Purple Up! Day in
April to honor their students who are military children and sponsor a Purple Up! Day on 
April 15 in your school by providing purple items for students to wear.

Present the Military Child Table at your school, unit meeting, or at your post.

Sponsor a party for the military children in your school.

Work with your American Legion post to participate in Veterans in Community Schools.
Ask the teachers to have their students make cards for the veteran.
Work with the teachers to prepare students to ask questions of the veteran. 

Committee Ideas
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Department Awards

Entries must be received by the Department Chairman no later than MAY 1st. 

Department of New York Education Unit Award: A certificate will be presented to a 
unit Education Chairman reporting the most outstanding overall Education program. 
10-75 members, 76-150 members, 151 + members. 

Mary Williams County Award: A certificate will be presented to a County Education 
Chairman reporting the most outstanding year-round Education program. 
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National Awards

Entries must be received by the Department Chairman no later than MAY 1st. 

Unit Award: Most Outstanding Unit Education Program (per division) 
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Education Committee

Looking for ideas for more ideas?

ALA Committee Facebook Groups are spaces on the social media network for ALA 
members to discuss or share about broad or narrow topics related to each committee. 
Groups provide an arena for organic discussion about your local programs or 
services and present the opportunity to cultivate brand awareness.

This is a place to share service activities and events, ask questions, obtain 
information, and network for those interested in the American Legion Auxiliary 
Education program

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALAEducation
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Education Committee

Questions?

Comments?

Anything else you would like to share?
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Be A 
Beacon of Light!

Linda Tome
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A Community of Volunteers Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families

Are You Growing Your 
Leadership?

Linda S. Tome
2024 Mid-Winter Leadership Conference
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Agenda

– What is the key to good leadership?
– What are the qualities of a good leader?
– Where do you find good leaders?
– Once you find them, then what?
– How do YOU step back?
– What are your next steps? 
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Key to Good Leadership

Based on the National ALA’s definition, the key to good leadership is to:

• build confidence in those you lead
• treat all members with dignity and respect
• be a good listener. 

What do you think is key to good leadership?

No matter the experience, education, or technical skills, anyone can be 
trained to be a leader if they are willing to make a commitment, devote 
their time and energy to listen, learn, and communicate.
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Qualities of a Good Leader

What do you think are some qualities/abilities of a 
good leader?

• Knowledgeable
• Good Imagination

• Hard working
• Desire
• Positive attitude

• Sound thinking

• Share the success
• Laugh
• Be organized
• Be poised & confident
• Look the part
• Have fun!!
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Where Do You Find Good Leaders

• Look within your own organization
PROGRAM FOCUSED (examples):
• ALA EGS
• Juniors
• VA&R
• Children & Youth

MEMBER SUPPORT COMMITTEES (examples):
• Constitution & Bylaws
• Leadership
• Membership
• Public Relations
• ALA Foundation
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• Mission Outreach - Look at other organizations with the 
same interests

• VFW
• Blue Star Families 
• Gold Star Mothers
• VAMC Volunteers
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But Wait . . .

Let’s face the facts!
• You can’t do it all
• Avoid a domineering leadership style
• Make it a priority to work well WITH your group
• We are all volunteers
• Involve every member of your group
• Encourage, teach and develop the leadership potential 

in each member
• Believe in yourself
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Once you find them, then what?

• Prepare a notebook w/expectations

• Don’t scare or overwhelm them!

• Encourage to attend County, District and 
Department meetings

• Encourage to view the ALA Academy courses

• Encourage to attend Mission Training

• Request that you sit with your successor 

• Start mentoring



54

How Do You Step Back?

• Don’t just leave!
• Continue to provide support / mentoring if 

requested
• Continue to provide support – on the QT if 

necessary
• Be involved but don’t continue to say “when I was 

President, Secretary . . .”
• Encourage new ideas
• Continue to provide resources
• Encourage members to support new leadership 
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What Are Your Next Steps?

FOR YOU – PERSONALLY 
If interested in planning for a leadership position for 
yourself• Create your personal leadership development plan to 

develop skills that will help you become a positive 
influence on others to serve the ALA mission. 

Areas for self-improvement
Ways you can practice your new skills
A list of people whom you can ask for help
Ways to hold yourself accountable for improving
Target dates for evaluating your progress 
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What Are Your Next Steps?

FOR THE ORGANIZATION
Have you thought about working on a Succession 
Plan?
• People are the most important asset for mission 

success
✔ People will inevitably leave
✔ Need to minimize leadership gaps
✔ Identify potential leaders to mentor
✔ Develop leaders for smooth transition
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1. Reduces 
sudden impact of 

leadership 
changes

2. Provides 
opportunity to 

identify potential 
leaders

3. Easier to get 
member support

4. Minimizes 
miscommunicatio

n & chaos

5. Helps preserve 
knowledge and 

expertise

SUCC
ESSI

ON

PLAN
NING
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REMEMBER:

A leader can lead only as far as
they have traveled themselves!
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